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Introduction/Overview
This conversation/reflection took place against the backdrop of a number of factors, both within the
country and in particular the MCSA, as we seek to respond and pronounce on the land issue affecting
people in our Connexion.
The event took place on Thursday, 16 August 2018 at the MCSA HQ, Johanneburg.
Purpose:
To provide the MCSA with an opportunity to reflect on:
the concepts of EXPROPRIATION WITHOUT COMPENSATION and its theological implication;
it’s contribution to the dialogue on Section 25 of the Constitution;
Encouraging meaningful public participation in land reform so as to promote reconciliation and
address issues of inequality, unemployment, poverty, justice and peace.
What is needed to contribute to meaningful nation building, especially the needs of women and
children as well as to continue maintaining the land?
The implementation of the Resolution of Conference 1998.
Participants
The J&S Desk invited a number of people, representing various organisations in our Connexion.
Devotions:
Bishop Temba Mtambo, Bishop of Limpopo District and current Chairperson of the Mission Unit led the
devotions. He reflected on Psalm 125.
Introductory Remarks
1. The following introductory remarks were made by the J&S Connexional Co-coordinator (Nancy
Herron):
o
o

o

o

That it should be appreciated that this is the first of a number of Reflective Sessions that
will be held throughout the Connexion;
The one is meant to focus on the South African context and landscape and the following
sessions are to take place in the 5 countries of that are part of the Connexion – as we to
research the legislative framework and related policies, the traditional, historical and
cultural dimensions of land in the respective countries;
This session is NOT a reaction to the current discourse within South Africa regarding Land
Expropriation without Compensation – BUT RATHER an attempt to implement the MCSA’s
numerous Resolutions on Land (2005 – 2017);
The accompanying documents (handouts) should be seen as educational and informational
sources to educate ourselves about the land conversations within the MCSA and others;

2. Setting the scene and background to our conversation by facilitator (Ivan)
Against the introductory comments by Nancy, the facilitator guided the conversation against the
mission framework of the MCSA. (see the attached PowerPoint presentation)
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Input/Presentation 1
The Rev. Dr. Wesley Mabuza presented a paper focusing on “MCSA LAND EXPROPRIATION WITHOUTH
COMPENSATION” (Attachment 2)
Comments/Observations
The following are some of the comments/observations made by participants
That the MCSA has started on a positive note given that the following has been achieved:
o
o
o

Passed numerous Conference Resolutions since 1998;
Conducted a comprehensive Land Audit and concluded an land inventory in 2004;
Entered into partnerships with other ecumenical players (SACC, Church Land Programme,
Moral Regeneration Movement, Federation of Homeless People) to discuss the land and
land use;

Some of the questions raised were:
o
o

o

Who should be the actual beneficiaries of any land expropriation?
What land should be expropriated and for what purposes?
 Communal
 Private
 State
 Rural/urban
At what stage is the state’ Land Claim processes?

It was also noted that the MCSA must (amongst other):
o
o
o
o

Learn lessons from land reform and related issues from countries in the region;
Consider the usage and allocation of land to various stakeholders, such as youth, women,
racial groupings, etc.
Familiarize ourselves with land policies and positions of the various political parties in the
country and countries of the Connexion;
Conduct further conversations especially about the inter-relation between land reform,
land expropriation, migration (rural-urban), property in Southern Africa;

Input/Presentation 2
The 2nd presentation focused on “A REVIEW OF SECTION 25 OF THE CONSTITUTION: TO ACHIEVE LAND
EXPROPRIATION WITHOUT COMPENSATION: IS THE AMENDMENT NECESSARY?” by Advocate Kgositoi
Sedupane. (see paper)
Comments/Observations
The following (amongst other) were highlighted:
Land is a very controversial and contested area of struggle;
There aredifferent starting points and perspectives on the “ historical and rightful owners” of the
land (especially in South Africa);
Various levels of knowledge and understanding of land invasion (SA);
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Need to acknowledge and understand the role and involvement of missionaries – and in particulary
Methodist/Wesleyan missionaries – how did they become “landowners”;
Need to understand that land (SA) in essence belongs to a variety of ethnical groupings (‘Khoi,
Zulus, Xhosa, etc.) and what does that mean in terms of ownership, expropriation, etc.
The presenter’s position (legal expertise) is that there is no need to amend section 25 of the
Constitution, but rather a formulation of required of legislation and regulations that should spell out
the implementation of the said section.
He further challenged the MCSA to ensure that she develop a clear plan of action of how to administer
and manage church land.
THE NEXT STEP FOR THE MCSA
Against the backdrop of the preceding conversations and comments, the participants identified the
following as the way forward:
i.

The need to identify/develop THEOLOGICAL TOOLS that will assist in addressing the land issue;
a. Reference in this respect was made to Social Analysis

ii.

The MCSA should see its role and involvement as starting with a JUSTICE & MORAL Perspective
rather than LEGAL – as it should be aligned with the Vision and Mission Statement viz.
HEALING & TRANSFORMATION.

iii.

That the MCSA should ACKNOWLEDGE & CONFESS ITS OWN INVOLVEMENT IN THE LAND
ISSUE

iv.

Need to EDUCATE & INFORM ourselves thoroughly about the history and legacy of land, land
dispossession, land reform, legislation that inform the latter (throughout the Connexion)

v.

Conduct extensive RESEARCH, CAPTURING, AUDITING AND DEVELOPING INVENTORIES and
REVIEW of MCSA land in all 6 countries;

vi.

Assess and draw attention to the current processes of Land Claims, especially as it refers to the
role of women;

vii.

Need to be aware of “political games” that will be played – especially by political parties;

viii.

Need to remind the Methodist people at all levels about the VARIOUS RESOLUTIONS TAKEN
BY CONFERENCE;

ix.

That the relevance of the DRAFT MCSA’s POLICY ON LAND BE REVIEWED FOR ADOPTION BY
CONFERENCE;

x.

That Districts, Circuits, Societies and Organisations be task to convene REFLECTIVE SESSIONS
ON LAND – URGENTLY;
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xi.

The MCSA strengthen and build on her PARTNERSHIP WITH ECUMENICAL INSTITUTIONS TO
DISCUSS AND COLLABORATIVELY WORK ON THE LAND ISSUE.

Conclusion
The Session concluded that the following needs to happen – and must be co-ordinated by the MU J&S
Desk:
a. Further Reflective Sessions be organize throughout the Connexion –especially in the 5 countries of
the Connexion;
b. A Communique, be drafted by MU J&S DESK for the Presiding Bishop that has to be sent to all
Bishops and other relevant stakeholders (sharing the mind and outcomes of this Session)
c. Advise Conference NOT to formulate any further RESOLUTIONS regarding land – but to compel the
Methodist people to seriously look at previous Resolutions and their implementation;
The Presiding Bishop then closed the Session.
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